NEWS FROI

HAITI

IN THEIR
OWN

WORDS...

Ryan Law

Janice
Boughton

Louise-
Marie
Dandurand

Nancy
Casey

Get
Involved

Hai t |

L aGonave

APRIL 2010

Updateé. Hai t i

By Nancy Casey

What a pleasure it was
forme to bring three
visitors from my home-
town of Moscow, Idaho
to LaGonave to share
the experience that |
have been having here
for 8 years. | feel so
much less alone in what
| have learned on this
little island floating in
the bay just off Porau
Prince. Larger than the
destitution, larger than
the heartripping earth-
guake stories, larger
than the mind's struggle
to reconcile "have" with

"havenot" is the reali- m\i
. N
zation that these peoplt

take such joy from you' \3
simple presence. '
You fill your suitcase
with the things you
think they will most
need,

only find when you get
here that the youness
of you is the real gift
you have to giveYou
don't even know how . =
to give this, yet they .‘
receive it and it leaves [
you reeling.
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Ryan Law

What to say about Haiti?  parts of myself
Well what | want to say is  that have been
that we all have percep- buried. | would
tions, myself includedWe  say "Thanks to
tend to rely on peoples the wonderful
fears and judgment without people of LaGo- |
thinking beyond that. There nave for teaching 4
is so much more that is me about human
right about Haiti than ity"
wrong. They are people of

a very generous and diligent
nature. | found family in
Bwanwa, the community

where we stayed. | found

Janice Boughton

e 9 4 " B g
5 ¢ d i A country like Haiti < o JYW i farms, churches,
0 oun has been poor for so - " & i ' schools and vibrant
Bwanwa. the long that receiving . <= woman's rights

charity has become
community where normal for many peo-
ple. The only English
greeting many chil-
found parts of dren know is "give m
a dollar" and many o
myself that have them will say it with-
out even knowing
what it
means.Nevertheless,|
the people whom |
came into contact
with on my trip were
among the most hard
working, creative and
industrious | have

groups. Rather than

in the spirit of

ohel ping, 6 we
our visit in the

spirit of supporting

them in the good

work they already

do.

| recorded this the
second night | was
in Haiti. It gives a
very different view
of Haiti than what
you read in the
papers. There are
things that are

we stayed.. |

been buri

ever been arour'md: Itis been raped of many of its wrong with Haiti, but there
these characteristics that  natural resources decades ;.o more things that are
allow them to live fairly ago and left for dead. This

right.
successfully on anisland island now blooms with hitp://Awww.youtube.com/

like LaGonave which has  numerous kitchen gardens, watch?v=BgbSH3Rui8w
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